
Welcome to the Age of Technology 
 
This summer I attended an event where people wore earphones, danced by themselves with a 
discordant rhythm devoid of call and response. I thought only in White America would such 
hyper individualism emerge. Only in an American technocracy that roots itself in systemic 
otherness and segregation would dance separate rather than connect us. Welcome to the Age 
of Loneliness and Non-intimacy. Welcome to a White supremacist technocracy and an age of 
accelerated individualism. 
 
My friends I ask for your patience to sit and give this piece a read and think deeply about the 
decimation of common spaces and the spiritual homelessness and social loneliness that emerge 
out of this capitalist technocracy that further estrange us from each other. God and all aspects 
of creation. How do we find ourselves and the meaning of our lives and our connection to each 
other in a technocracy where reality and relationships are more and more virtual and authentic 
history matters less and less. 
 
We are therefore in spiritual crisis and trending toward social death. This moment calls us to 
create a counter Age of Enlightenment and Community that bring into being one of the most 
powerful consciousness and radical social movement of the ages. 
 
When I speak of Consciousness, I mean the doorway to a good and meaningful life where we 
touch the underdeveloped and latent possibilities in ourselves and others. A dynamic and more 
fully realized consciousness is both the evolution of the internal intangible and the outward 
expression of it. We are called to practice a collective disciplined mindfulness where we touch 
and express our new life through new knowledge, spiritual and community formation and 
restoration as well as resurrection/ new growth. These modalities and systems of inquiry 
prepares us to look out at the world through multiple lenses and to speak in multiple tongues 
that recognize our particular common ground and how it connects us with each other. How 
might these ways of being and knowing repair the estrangement and the social and spiritual 
fragmentation and infantilism brought about by Empire weapons of war such as dismemory, 
spiritual and social fragmentation and subliminal seduction and deculturalization. 
 
Welcome to a Global Fourth Industrial Revolution 
 
Welcome to the age of the privatization of knowledge and commodification of memory. In the 
middle of thinking about net neutrality, I was struck with this thunder bolt. As the USA slipped 
away from the third phase of industrialism and slid into a 4th stage which execrates the 
significance of robots, automation, digitization, and artificial intelligence, our whole world 
shifted.  We missed this major turning. It is a new socio, economic and political order where the 
White elite ruling class of technocrats do not seek to capture physical territory. Rather the new 
territory for them is our minds/ spirits/ consciousness. 
 
The privatization of knowledge gives technocrats the wherewithal to determine our access to 
information. Their control reinforces their authority and legitimacy to withhold or decide what 



knowledge is relevant. 
 
Within this new age of digitization, even libraries and books are less significant, and libraries no 
longer serve as public spaces. Rather, computers and search engines appropriate the place of 
libraries and librarians. We have gone gently into this dark age where the production of 
knowledge is less important than containing it. This explains the radical shift in publishing. 
 
Furthermore, this new age has changed the place and significance of intellectuals in deciding 
the meaning of reality, relationships, structures, and other aspects of the human condition. As 
such, they have become an invisible class where neither they nor their knowledge are 
inaccessible or known to ordinary people. Their invisibility is further is constrained because we 
live in a society where artificial intelligence and prompts replace creative and free thinking. As a 
body and group, intellectuals have been fragmented by a new class of technocrats who 
interpret and define the meaning of the world in which we live. For all practical purposes they 
are the producers of knowledge. 
 
The frightening truth is that White supremacists use technology to continue a culture war and 
social genocide which give them the power to dominate our perceptions of reality and shape 
the geography of our individual and collective consciousness. Thus, they redefine the meaning 
of history from the collective experiences inherent in our daily lives our knowing and 
remembering. 
 
In this age, history takes on a different meaning from what we know from engaging in and 
developing a holistic praxis predicated on hindsight, foresight, and insight. 
 
Instead, history is now made and created in cyberspaces and virtual reality by the technocrats 
who replace human beings as history makers. Right before our eyes the technocrats and their 
emissaries have stolen the public spaces where we make history and the future together. 
Ultimately, they strip us of the multiple meaning of our lives. Without history, we fall into a 
theological abyss where we forget who God is with us, who we are with God and who we are 
with each other. In this dangerous state of dis-memory capitalist technocrats convince us that 
they are the alpha and omega of our sitting down and getting up. 
 
Believing this, we shift our loyalty away from God and give them our faithful obedience. 
Consequently, we spiral down into a dispirited state of dehistoricity, moral nihilism, 
fragmentation, and social and spiritual death. 
 
There is double danger for people of color, poor people and women when White patriarchal 
technocrats erase our histories. Our history is the starting point and authentic context to hold 
them accountable through acts of resistance. Without our histories, we lack a basis for 
movement or liberation theology or radical scholarship. Instead of becoming and existing for 
ourselves, we exist as mere objects of what they consume and use. 
 
Having moved into this arena of being the creators and shapers of consciousness they achieve 



the ultimate dominion which is our spirits. 
 
We are living in a dangerously dark age where the privatization of knowledge gives technocrats 
the power to determine who lives in history and who is erased. Not only do they control living 
history, but they steal our place in meta history. 
 
In a White supremacist world we know the drill. Yet we become intoxicated with the illusion of 
freedom, and we go gently into this dark age where we become puppets to the big hands that 
reduce us while promising us the power of knowing everything! Welcome to this powerful age 
of capitalist technocracy where we are mere skeletons of ourselves. 
 
Ruby Nell Sales ©  
October 13, 2021 
 


