
Workbooks 

Sojourners, 

Thank you for your willingness to show up and wade in both troubling and exhilarating waters.  
I realize that I have given you a lot to consider.  Therefore, I am providing these questions as a 
way of thinking about the vast amount of readings I have offered.  However, because we only 
have an hour and a half with each other and have so much to say, our overarching question will 
be the first three questions below.  The remaining questions provide additional ways to 
continue to reflect as you leave this workshop.   

 

Steve Fraser, author of the AGE OF ACQUIESCENCE, says that “we conflate the metaphysics of 
freedom with the mechanics of abundance.” Is this true with our vision and practice of 
Christianity? What historical evidence that you might offer refutes or buttresses Fraser’s point 
when applied to our vision of Christianity? 

 

“It is with such activity in mind that the words of the late John F. Kennedy come back to haunt 
us. Five years ago, he said, ‘Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will make violent 
revolution inevitable.’ Increasingly, by choice or by accident, this is the role our nation has 
taken: the role of those who make peaceful revolution impossible by refusing to give up the 
privileges and the pleasures that come from the immense profits of overseas investments. I am 
convinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world revolution, we as a nation must 
undergo a radical revolution of values. We must rapidly begin the shift from a thing-oriented 
society to a person-oriented society. When machines and computers, profit motives and 
property rights, are considered more important than people, the giant triplets of racism, 
extreme materialism, and militarism are incapable of being conquered.”  King, Martin Luther, Jr. 
“Time to Break Silence: Beyond Vietnam.” 
 
What values do you think Christians need to revolutionize and shift?   
 
 
“On the third Sunday after Easter in 1899 about forty miles southwest of Atlanta near Newnan, 
Georgia, a white crowd burned to death a black laborer known as Sam Hose. The atrocity 
blended anger, contempt, brutality, festivity, and satisfaction into a mood just beyond 
comprehension. ‘Glory!’ shouted an excited man enraptured by the intensity of the moment, 
‘Glory be to God!’ ” Mathew, Donald, AT THE ALTAR OF LYNCHING: THE BURNING OF SAM 
HOSE IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH. 
 
Where do you place this passage in a reflection on the connection between Christianity, White 
supremacy, and state sanctioned violence and murder? 



Further Reflections: 
 
What does it mean to be pastors, and what does it mean to be church in a 4th industrial 
revolution loaded with both promise and danger in a season of despair and an age of 
disposability? How do you and your congregations face this spiritual crisis of meaning without 
giving in to despair, cynicism, or horizontal and self-inflicted harm and violence? 
 
 
How to we build a beloved community rich with a social gospel of pragmatic optimism in a 
church riddled with systemic racism, classism and all the other unjust assaults learned in a 
death driven culture of whiteness? 
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